13 Regions of Connection

Looking ahead, and with the likelihood of fewer
uniformed personnel visible to the public, lower
defence-driven economic activity, fewer bases
across the UK, and without an effective public
engagement process, general awareness of the
Armed Forces may well decline. “No one teaches
our children why we have a military mechanism, the
role, or how we create security. Because they don’t
see it, they don’t understand it. So, the connection
returns to sympathy but, not empathy. People
don’t see the benefit that can be brought back to
the community, and perhaps into the workplace.”93
Inevitably, this lack of understanding will impact the
future prospects of transitioning personnel.

Some areas have long provided a home for the
Armed Forces. Consider bases in the South
East (e.g. Aldershot, Brize Norton, Portsmouth
& Gosport), South West (Devonport, Culdrose),
Scotland (Faslane, Lossiemouth, Rosyth), and
Lincolnshire (Cranwell, Waddington, etc.). Although
their future size might be reduced, it is likely that
their relationship with the Army, Royal Navy, or RAF
will continue bringing with it the increased economic
benefits of a MOD presence; “The RAF and
Navy are probably better at this than the Army.”91
Maintaining this connection is one reason why many
transitioning personnel choose to remain in the area:
“In the South West, there is a close connection
with the Navy – it is visible, the dockyards are major
employers, and sailors are welcomed into the
maritime communities.”92

An Implication: Locality, a sense of place and community provide connection in
an increasingly disconnected world. But areas with less military awareness fail to
support veterans.
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Although maintaining a unified national military,
understanding of and connection with the Armed
Forces across all the regions in the UK vary.
“Different regions of the UK are more predisposed
to the military than others.”89 In England, the
South West and South East, and across Scotland,
there are strong cultural and economic ties;
elsewhere, this is less so. In some areas, where job
opportunities are limited, signing up to the Armed
Forces is considered a gateway to new and better
opportunities. “The North East of England generates
squaddies as a form of escape … consequently, if
they go back, their communities are less receptive
and less absorbing.”90

Lifting our Sights

With MOD spending and bases focused in select areas of the UK,
other regions have less understanding of, connection to, and empathy
with the Armed Forces.

